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Instrumentation:

3 Flutes (3'd doubling Piccolo)
3 Oboes (3'd doubling on English Horn)
3 Clarinets in Bb (374 doubling Bass Clarinet)
3 Bassoons (3'd doubling Contrabassoon)

4 Horns in F
3 Trumpets in Bb
2 Trombones

Bass Trombone
Tuba

Timpani
2 Percussionists (Marimba, Tam-Tam, Snare Drum, High and
Low Toms, Bass Drum, Hi-Hat, China Cymbal, Ride Cymbal,
Sleigh Bells;VibraSlap, Crotales, Triangle, Slap Stick, 3 Bottles)
Harp

Piano

Strings



Program Notes:

Sakawa is a symphonic ballet in nine scenes, performed attacca. The title refers to the
Ghanaian subculture of internet scammers, dubbed Sakawa Boys, who seek to increase
their fortune through supernatural means. The story is a Faustian tale of a young
Ghanaian man whose ambitions of becoming a high-rolling internet scammer cause him
to strike a bargain with amallam, or conjurer, who offers him increased power and
wealth...but at an increasingly dire cost.

Duration: 33 mins.
Scene Synopses:

e Scene I: The curtain opens on our protagonist, a young man. He is walking home after
a long day of searching for work. He encounters an elderly woman, whom he helps cross
the busy road, bustling with traffic. A soccer ball is kicked his way, which he briefly kicks
around before tossing it back to some of the neighborhood kids. Once home; he is greeted
by his ailing mother. He lies down to rest for the night as the scene suddenly changes. The
sounds of a marketplace can be heard as the young man ventures out to search for work
once more. The music in this scene is derived from the Ghanaian drum rhythm, Adowa,
which is used in funeral services. One of the motifs featured throughout, a sort of
mangled dies irae, is meant to evoke death and mystery, and is a herald of what is to come.

e Scene II: After having been turned away by everyone, down on his luck, the young

man wanders into a mallam’s dwelling. It is an unassuming building in the slums of Accra
which conceals a surprisingly lavish interior. Various servants tend to the home with an
unnervingly dazed demeanor, as if possessed. The mallam appears as a hulking figure,

covered in dusky robes: and adorned with various magical objects. Seemingly
telepathically, the mallaim immediately knows the young man’s plight. He encourages the
young man to start running scams online. After all, he argues, plenty of unemployed folks
in Ghana make a'decent living doing so. Additionally, the mallam tells the young man that
if he prepares an_animal sacrifice in the manner he prescribes, the young man will see
great wealth and prosperity come his way. The young man is skeptical, but he agrees to
the request,desperate to support his mother.

° Scene HI: We see the young man slaughter a chicken and burn it, along with various
arcane reagents. As he sits at his computer, he types with a newfound determination.
Spirits begin to appear around him. This music was based on the Akom drum rhythm,
which is used in possession rituals and is also related to death.

e Scene IV: The young man starts gaining money and popularity. He goes around town,
buying medicine for his mother, and later buying new clothes, as he has a party to attend.
We see him partying with two best friends as well as many women, who are hanging all
over them. When he returns home, he is embraced by his mother when he hands her the
medicine, as well as a beautiful necklace. He is redeemed in her eyes. This movement is a
loving tribute to trap music—the genre of rap originating in the American South which is
currently dominating the pop charts the world over.

(continued on next page)



(continued)

* Scene V: The young man goes to the mallam again, hoping to further increase his riches.
He is told to bring his two best friends to a location in the jungle outside the city at midnight.
They must each spend the night in a coffin. When they awake, one of them will have been
sacrificed. The young man recoils at the prospect of this bizarre Russian roulette, but
ultimately acquiesces, thinking it will likely amount to simply a rough night’s sleep.

* Scene VI: The sounds of the jungle can be heard as the young man walks with his friends,
hand in hand, towards the location the mallam has chosen for the ritual. The mallam invites
them into their coffins. Three men enter, two men leave. When the surviving two emerge, they
embrace each other, initially relieved. Upon realizing their friend has not awoken, the
remaining friend runs off in terror. The young man feels deep guilt for the accidental murder
of his friend and heads home, wrestling with his thoughts. As the scene closes, the fallen
friend is raised up, transformed into a zombified servant for the mallam. Magical energies are
transferred to the young man as well as he is cloaked in new, dark raiment.

* Scene VII: Money keeps rolling in as the young man returns home, typing with reckless
abandon. The man’s attempt to finally sleep is thwarted as the spirits torment him for the
remainder of the night with visions which seem all too real.

* Scene VIII: The young man visits the mallam once more andisiaghast at the mallam’s final
request: that the man sacrifice his own mother. After tense deliberation, the young man
denounces the mallam, telling him he is out of their partnership and storms out. Towards the
end, the angry hisses of the spirits can be heard as the mallam plots to take his blood debt—by
force.

* Scene IX: The young man is walking with his mother to the market, carrying her
belongings. The market is bustling with activity, as kayayei, women carrying goods on their
heads, walk by selling their wares:"All seems well until she is fatally struck by a trotro, a
commuter van driven by a man with.the face of one of the spirits. The slogan emblazoned on
the rear window reads, “Idle Hands”. The young man is at once consumed by grief as he
fights in vain against aniever-growing horde of spirits until he ultimately succumbs to his fate
and perishes. As the sounds die with him, the mallam has the last laugh.

Performance Notes:
The string marking sep. is short for separated, not short bowings.
Scene IV calls for the first percussionist to play three differently sized bottles with low,
medium, and high pitches. The percussion clefs used in this scene as well as scenes VI (Perc. 2

only), VII, and IX are below:

Perc. I:

X
|
|
|

X
|
|

X

|
low bottle mid. bottle  highbottle  ride cymbal china cymbal hi-hat open  hi-hat closed

Perc. 1I:

low tom high tom snare
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Scene III: Sacrifice

With deadly intent, J=54
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Return to the Mallam

Scene V.

=54

He rushes back to the mallam's dwelling.
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Scene VI: Three Coffins
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